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 Alarm clock blaring, hair in a tangled mess, groggy eyes swollen shut, I (unwillingly) drag myself from 
the warm, safe comfort of my bed. My mornings are nothing short of peaceful. Never in my life have I had 
the time nor liberty to make myself a cup of steaming cup of coffee and watch Good Morning America before 
school. Usually, my mornings consist of throwing on my questionably clean uniform and grabbing a granola bar 

and after-school activities are all looming above my head. My high school career has been nothing short of cra-
zy to say the least. 
 My Grandpa, God love him, sends constant reminders that my face shouldn’t be buried in my phone all 
the time. Instead, I should be preparing myself for my future: learning all the Amendments by heart, brushing 

pay for college like I was paying for a gumball. 
 I can’t sit at the dinner table without someone bringing up the topic of generation differences. Yes, I 

-

something in life, by golly, I’m going after it. I just have an interesting way of getting there, according to my 
mom.  

one more second,” she said.  Yes, alright, I’ll admit, my sarcastic mom is completely on point. My phone is a 
distraction. But I’m sure my mom knows what it is like to be a wide-eyed teenage girl who just wants to soak 
up every bit of knowledge she can. 
 No one can deny that different generations encompass different personalities. However, I do think it is 
ridiculous to underestimate or treat someone differently according to their age. Young people of this world are 

but I’ll get there! 
 There are many occurrences when I cover my head in embarrassment because of a stupid or impulsive 

many technological advantages that previous generations never could have dreamed of having. Yes Grandpa and 

the skills I gain from utilizing my phone, internet, laptop, etc. Settling is simply not an option. This generation 
of young people are so intuitive and observant towards other people. Society forgets all the amazing thoughts 
that are harbored in our developing minds. 

table right now, but give us time, and we will take the world by storm. Bear with me on this one, but I think of 

cup of coffee and watching Good Morning America.
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Leaguetown High School budget cuts plague tradition, nurture education  

Football players huddle up in the locker room while eager fans await kickoff. 

Leaguetown High School always puts up an impressive match against competitors. The school’s 

band and drill team, who won second place at the UIL Marching Band Contest during the 

2013-2014 school year, has the crowd bouncing and cheering as they dance across the field to the 

sound of tubas, drums, clarinets, and more. In Texas, tradition is the sound of marching footsteps 

on painted turf, game-winning touchdowns, and a wild crowd.  

 All it takes is a budget cut to break the formula that breaks a tradition. When $500,000 

dollars needs to be found when federal money is not adding up, Superintendent Harriet Bernat 

proposes cutting the travel fund for the 343 member band and drill team. This will save a 

whopping $32,000.  

 While tradition is important, education comes first. “Am I happy about the cuts? No. But 

I can live with them. The cut could save a teacher’s job,” Band Director Mike Newman said.  

Without money to fund the school, teachers will eventually have to be laid off. Without teachers, 

there won’t be classes, and eventually Leaguetown High School will have to shut its doors. Some 

might be hesitant to admit this, but quality education is more important than a high school band 

performing at away games.   

 The band would not be the only school-sanctioned activity suffering from budget cuts. 

Freshman B teams for all athletics, ACT/SAT prep classes that are offered to the school, and 

everything in-between will most likely suffer the same fate.  
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Cyberbullying

67%

Where does it occur?

Online OFFline

Have you seen cyberbullying?

88%
Yes No

Teens who have been cyberbullied

39%

Gossip: Posting or sending cruel gossip to damage a per
son’s reputation and relationships with friends, family, and 
acquaintances.
Exclusion: Deliberately excluding someone from an online 
group.

online account and sending messages that will
cause embarrassment or damage to the person’s reputation 

and insulting messages.
Cyberstalking: Posting or sending unwanted or intimidat
ing messages, which may include threats.

sages are posted on websites, forums, or blogs.

secrets or embarrassing information, which is then shared 
online.
Cyberthreats: Remarks on the Internet threatening or 

Types of Cyberbullying

“While bullying through physical intimida
tion has long been a problem among teen

agers, cyberbullying by using computers and 
smart phones to send rumors or post cruel 

recent years,” explains Dr. Jennifer Caudle. 

Have Have NOT

Experts Talk

In extreme cases, physical 
bullying and online bul

teen to deep depression 

times

extreme pressure of being 
bullied.
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STORY 1: 
Continuing Creativity  
Adult English Classes Now Available 
 
STORY 2: 
Having a Ball at Graduation 
Celebrating Causes Diplomas to be Postponed 
 
STORY 5: 
Not Being Bored to Death 
Student Enjoys His Job at a Funeral Home 
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OBAMA
VISITS
OMAHA

special edition

33 SPECIAL EDITIONObama Visits Omaha

INSIDE LOOK

English teacher Lisa Martin 
welcomes the President 

into her home

The Showell family 
discusses their meeting 

with the POTUS

Students share their once
in a lifetime experience
at UNO’s Baxter Arena

Alexa Busby, Brena Groeper, Laura Kramer, 
Nicole Ludden & Ally Sargus In-depth Newspaper Coverage

Papillion-LaVista
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 The young child struggles 
to climb the mountainous stairs. 
She falters a little but makes one 
last-ditch effort to reach the top. 
Finally she peaks at the top step. 
All the effort to simply make it to 
the top floor is all due to a rare 
heart condition born into a little 
girl. 
 “When I was born with a 
hole in my heart, my parents were 
told to go home and enjoy the other 
three kids because they did not 
believe I would make it. My dad 
did not take that as an answer,” Sue 
Fuchtman said. 
 Childhood is often coined 
as the carefree fun time, but Sue 
Fuchtman was unlike most kids. 
Born with a hole in her heart, 
Fuchtman was unable to participate 
in many of the typical childhood 
experiences. 
 “The condition limited 
me. I’m not sure that it held me 
back because there were a lot of 
folk that helped me. I spent a lot of 
time inside so I might have become 
the world’s best babysitter in that 
time,” Fuchtman said. 
 After living throughout a 
good portion of her childhood with 
the condition, Fuchtman underwent 
open-heart surgery, at just 13 years 
of age, to seal the hole in her heart 
using Teflon. A procedure like this 
was not only risky in terms of 
health, but also financially. The 
surgery would be a costly option 
for a family with five children. 

“It would be a very big 
bill at the time for my family, but 
what helped us was the strong 
support of the community around 
us. It gave me a sense of what my 
community could be like,” 
Fuchtman said. 

Fortunately for the family 
and the people joining in for the 
cause, the surgery was a success, 
but it did leave some lasting 
impacts on the brief time after. 
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Impact

The Gering senior class got to take the day off from 
school on Friday to help serve the community with 
several projects throughout the area.
   Seniors from Gering High School were seen all 
throughout Gering and Scottsbluff doing community 

service Friday morning.
    The seniors were given the opportunity to choose what job 
they took on whether it was cleaning up trash along the high-
way, or helping out animals at the humane society.
    Senior Cassidy Cooper chose to help pick up trash along U 
Street all the way to Country Club Road.
    “Picking up trash was not as bad as it sounds,” Cooper said, “I 
actually enjoyed it because for once it was a nice day out and 
everyone helped out.”
    After Cooper and her group of other seniors finished cleaning 

up trash, they moved 
on to help out the Hu-
mane Society.
   “The Humane So-
ciety was the best 
experience because we 
actually got to interact 
with the animals even 
if it was just cleaning 
out their cages,” Cooper 
said.

     Cooper and her group at the Humane Society helped bathe 
the newborn kittens, walk the dogs, and clean out the cages of 
the animals. Justin Wallace and Brandon Gable, also in Cooper’s 
group, did not necessarily interact with the animals but they 
helped with the Humane Society’s renovation.
     In another group was senior Dakota Gellner, who signed up 
to work at the monument.
    “I chose to work at the monument because I knew it was go-
ing to be a beautiful day outside, and I enjoy doing work when 
it was as nice as it was,” Gellner said.
    Gellner and her group worked out by an old dump site next 
to the monument. They began by picking up all kinds of debris 
to clear the site so they could begin to replace the prairie. When 
they were finished raking and planting seed, the area they were 
working on became a part of the prairie once again.
    “I was not sure what we were going to do that day but I had 
fun digging the trenches,” Gellner said, “I would do it all again if 
I had to.”
   Other groups also helped around the community with clean-
ing houses, raking at the zoo, setting-up the senior picnic, work-
ing at local parks, and helping out at the museum in Gering.
    After their community service, the seniors got to lay-back at a 
picnic teacher Janelle Schultz help set-up and play games such 
as volleyball and badminton.
   “The whole day was great,” Senior Bret Orozco, who helped 
out at North Platte Valley Museum, said, “I got to spend time 
with my friends while also helping out the community.”

Students Spend the Day Helping
BY ALEXA ANDERSON

“The Humane Society was the 
best experience because we 
actually got to interact with 
the animals even if it was just 
cleaning out their cages” -- 
Cassidy Cooper, 12th 
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Reputation Rehab:
   How to Bounce Back from Rumors

“I felt like 
I had no 

control over 
anything 

anyone said 
about me”

No one seemed 
to care about 

anything
that happened 

to me.”
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Giving spare change to a homeless man. Paying for a stranger’s coffee. Donating to a charity. 
Although these actions are generous and unselfish, “Paying it forward” doesn’t always require physically 
paying. Leaguetown High School Math teacher Angela Munday is hoping to prove just that by rebuilding 
the high school’s mentoring program. Yearning for that connected community feeling again, Munday, a 
former member of the mentoring program, has overcome personnel changes and budget cuts to 
hopefully connect students and local mentors by May 1. 

 As a young high school girl, Munday didn’t have only massive piles of homework to worry about. 
She also had a home life that made it harder for her to concentrate on schoolwork and to have hope for 
a prosperous future. So when her high school counselor placed her in the hands of Beth Freckling, she 
was caught off guard. After a milkshake, a compliment and four years of meeting weekly, Munday and 
Freckling became very close. “Beth talked to me about college, about having a career, about setting 
goals for my life,” Munday said, “I had never thought about the future before meeting Beth.” Munday 
explained how deeply the mentoring program has affected her life and how it has inspired her to revive 
the program for the current students and the ones to come.  

 Munday has been given nothing but support from the school administration and the 
Leaguetown community, including more than 15 local business people and four district staff members in 
the mentor line-up so far. The Leaguetown High School principal Asher Price had nothing bad to say 
when asked about Munday and her program, stating that he knows many students that could use a 
mentor.  

 Not only are the future mentors ready to meet their mentees and get started, a couple students 
have voiced that they too are looking forward to being involved in the program. “It would be great to 
have another adult support me,” sophomore Corey Small voiced. He hopes that his mentor will help to 
guide him through the college process like Freckling did for Munday. Many students recognize the good 
Munday is doing in their school.  

 “Maybe a mentor can turn my life around like Ms. Munday’s life.” Ylise Ventura added. 

 So as summer quickly approaches and schedules fill up, struggling students will have something 
to look forward too and a helpful shoulder to lean on. College applications won’t be such a burden and 
coping methods will be in mind. As Munday would say, “time to pay it forward.” 
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just keep swimming
This is the first sentence of the caption: it is written 

in present tense and tells who, what, when and 

where. This is the second sentence of the caption, 

telling the why or the how. “This is the third 

sentence of the caption,” said Your Adviser. “It might 

be a good story-telling quote from the person in 

the photo.”

FORE FOR YOU, GLEN COCO
This is the first sentence of the caption: it is written 

in present tense and tells who, what, when and 

where. This is the second sentence of the caption, 

telling the why or the how. “This is the third 

sentence of the caption,” said Your Adviser. “It might 

be a good story-telling quote from the person in 

the photo.”

FOOTBALL FINALS
This is the first sentence of the caption: it is written 

in present tense and tells who, what, when and 

where. This is the second sentence of the caption, 

telling the why or the how. “This is the third 

sentence of the caption,” said Your Adviser. “It might 

be a good story-telling quote from the person in 

the photo.”

volleyball victory
varsity wins first championship in 25 years by Jane Doe

This is the story for the spread 
on the sports highlights of the 
year.  You can use as much or 
as little of this copy block as 
you need to design your spread.  
You will pick the font, size and 
style of copy.  You can chose 
to design with dropped caps 
or special leading. It is all up 
to you.

You might also want to con-
sider the initial tab space and 
the justification, as both can 
greatly enhance the design of 
the spread.  

“You can use this as a pulled 
quote if you’d like or if you need 
it for the design element of your 
spread,” Herbie Husker, junior, 
said.

Concentrate your efforts on 
the design of the spread.  Utilize 
a dominant image and the 
design elements that you have 

used throughout the year on 
your own yearbook.  You can 
use as much or as little color 
as is appropriate.  You do not 
need to use photoshop effects 
on any photos unless that is 
your choice.  This is not a photo 
category, but a design category.

This is the story for the spread 
on the sports highlights of the 
year.  You can use as much or 
as little of this copy block as 
you need to design your spread.  
You will pick the font, size and 
style of copy.  You can chose 
to design with dropped caps 
or special leading. It is all up 
to you.

You might also want to con-
sider the initial tab space and 
the justification, as both can 
greatly enhance the design of 
the spread.  

as a pulled quote if you’d like

121the year in review
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