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Opening Division 
 In the lazy, hazy days of summertime, when these school halls are barren save for 
the permanent blinking of fluorescent lights and accumulation of dust atop the ruby 
lockers, life remains still. No student voices ring out across the cafeteria, no creaking of 
ancient desks across the scuffed linoleum floors, no bells to be rung or paper airplanes 
to be tossed.  
 Resting in the Commons, sat the dutiful eyes of Henry Claymoore, the first 
principal of City High. His black and white gaze was fixated on the north end of the 
Commons, towards the entrance of the cafeteria. He still rested on the wall above the 
drinking fountain, where he has always been, where he will always be. 
 As the leaves on the crabapple trees turned to a brilliant crimson, so did our 
school became more colorful with a brash array of brilliant human diversity. For one of 
the first years in the history of City High, minority student comprised the majority of the 
student population. And with it, our ideas became diverse. Perspectives became colored 
with more worldly views and differing experiences. 10 new staff members and a new 
assistant principal were embraced by the student body.  
 And, when the doors opened on August 15th to reveal the new that graced the 
school, so did it reveal the old.  
 Still, Mr. Butler, in his signature Bugeater Red tie, high-fived every student in 
sight. Still, Ms. Hammock scolded kids for running down the halls through thick, brass-
rimmed glasses. Still, the lights never failed to blink nor dust to dissipate. Still, Mr. 
Claymoore gazed out at the masses of students during passing periods.  
 We were different, a generation building an ever-changing world. But, still, we 
were the same as we had always been and always will be. 

Dylan Miettinen
Elkhorn High School
Yearbook Theme Copy Writing
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 Benjamin Valle is all too familiar with the cold linoleum floors of Leaguetown 
Central Hospital. As the son of a terminally ill cancer patient, his visits to the dreary 
hallways are frequent. 
 Every visit, his mother grows more ill with a different kind of sickness: the 
sickness of worrying she will not see her son graduate high school.   
 On April 23, however, Valle will walk the same hospital floors with a different 
purpose. Surrounded by a mass of celebratory balloons and streamers, he will receive his 
high school diploma.  
 And Valle’s mother will watch. 
 Senior Benjamin Valle will graduate early in the lobby of Leaguetown Central 
Hospital. His mother, Mrs. Lydia Valle, will fulfill her life long wish of seeing her son 
graduate before her battle with mantle cell lymphoma comes to an end.  
 In early April, Valle’s mother was given a month to live. This month did not 
include Valle’s assigned graduation date.  
 Valle asked Principal Kendall Lindaries for the opportunity to graduate early, but 
did not expect the accommodations that came with it. 
 “Not only did [Lindaries] allow me to graduate early, he suggested a full 
graduation ceremony in the hospital,” Valle said. “I was so touched I could hardly 
speak.” 
 This special event holds more importance than its timing. Valle will be the first in 
his family to graduate high school, and will do so as an honor roll student. As he has 
worked overtime to earn all of his credits early, this accomplishment will be especially 
gratifying to his mother. 
 “My mother has always pushed me in school,” Valle said. “My mom regretted not 
having her diploma, and she wanted to make sure we had the opportunities she didn’t.” 

Despite his current success, Valle has had his fair share of battles. Valle’s mother 
was diagnosed with cancer when he was a freshman, and he has watched the illness 
progress throughout his high school career. 

“It’s been hard watching this awful disease take my mother,” Valle said. “I know 
this will be the last time my mom is here for a milestone in my life.” 

Despite the immense struggle it has caused, Mrs. Valle’s illness will not steal joy 
from this commemorative time.  

“My mother is not expecting any of this. We simply told her we had a special 
surprise for her,” Valle said. “I can’t wait to see her face when she sees me in my red cap 
and gown.”  

Valle’s father has been the director of transportation in the school district for 20 
years, while Mrs. Valle serves as PTA president and a regular volunteer. As part of the 
foundation of the Leaguetown district, the graduation ceremony will serve as an act of 
gratitude towards the Valle family. 

“Many friends plan to be there to show their love and support,” Lindaries said. 
“This is going to be a wonderful celebration for Benjamin and his mother.” 

Lindaries has made sure that although the ceremony is talking place in a 
nontraditional lobby room, the ceremony will be formal. 

“We thought we would buy an old cap and gown and just put on a little show for 
[Mrs. Valle] in her hospital room, but Mr. Lindaries wouldn’t have that,” Valle’s father, 
Mr. Antonio Valle said. 

Nicole Ludden
Papillion-La Vista High School
Newspaper Feature Writing
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 For most people living in a house is the norm, but Hank Bettina, a social studies 
teacher at Leaguetown High School, had a different idea.  Bettina bought a school bus 
that he plans on moving into over spring break, March 17-22.  
 “I bought the bus on a whim,” Bettina said. “The bus was in decent mechanical 
shape, but the inside was pretty beat up. That’s when the idea of converting it into a home 
just popped into my head.”  
 After purchasing the bus, he spent his two week winter break transforming a bus 
meant for driving into a home meant for living. The toughest part for him was running 
electricity and getting a small water tank attached to the back of the bus.  
           Bettina said that he got a little obsessed with the project. One weekend he even 
stayed up for 36 hours.  
 “I was a little tired for school the next week, but the adrenaline and excitement 
kept me going,” Bettina said.  
 His new home includes a small bed with a storage area, a mini bathroom, and a 
kitchenette with a table. He also decorated with bright colors to brighten up the space.  
 Bettina originally bought the bus for $3,000 and the reconstruction cost about 
$6,000.  He said that he will save more than $500 a month on rent and about $200 a 
month on utilities.  
 “With the money I save on rent and utilities, I will be able to travel more,” Bettina 
said. “I won’t live in a bus forever, but for right now, it’s the perfect place for me.  
 The overall goal for Bettina with the bus is a little more than a year or two 
summers of travel. In the summer, he plans to spend two months traveling the infamous 
Route 66. After he is satisfied with traveling, he will to bring the bus to his grandfather’s 
80 acres in Colorado, where it will serve as a vacation home.  
  “A few people have questioned why I am doing it,” Bettina said. “And I guess my 
best answer is, ‘Why not?’.” 
               Bettina is 25 years old, single and doesn’t have a need for a lot of material 
things.  Traveling is important to him and he still has plenty of time to live in a house. 
His lifestyle may be different than others but to him it is worth it.  
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 The buzz of a cellphone vibrating, the ding of a new text, the vibrant tune of a missed 
call; all of these noises can be heard on a daily basis. More likely, they are all heard on a 
minutely basis.  

 Technology has infected the new generation. It has latched on and spread throughout the 
masses. Dependence on the cellphone particularly has catapulted the rise of technology in 
everyday life.  

Dependency on anything has a negative connotation in society. Everyone is supposed to 
be an independent, self-sufficient contributing member of society by the time they’re18, but a 
piece of metal, a chunk of glass and some wires all wrapped up still dictates life.  

For example, I cannot drive across tiny Lincoln, Nebraska without using “maps”, much 
less anywhere else. Put me on the highway with no phone and I’m toast. One could argue that 
my lack of ability to read a map is a side effect of the accessibility of new technology.  

Had I not had access to a phone when I first learned to drive maybe I would have learned 
to read a map and wouldn’t have to plug in the Chipotle I go to every a week simply because I 
can’t be bothered to remember how to get there on my own.  

This common theme rings true for most aspects of the infamous cellphone. If I couldn’t 
send a text maybe I’d be better at handwriting letters, if I couldn’t make a call maybe I’d be 
better at face to face communication, if I couldn’t take a picture maybe I’d be better at living in 
the moment.  

But then again, maybe I wouldn’t. If there were never any advances in technology, I’d 
still be waiting for a letter from the pony express. The lightbulb, the printing press, the Model T 
were all revolutionary for their times, and I’m sure some critics thought that dependence on them 
would lead to the demise of society too. But, they all made life easier for people; no more horses 
and buggies, no more handwritten books, and no more oil lamps.  

We are a technology dependent generation, and maybe that isn’t the horrendous atrocity 
it’s made out to be. Texting can help build relationships, calling could very well save a life in an 
emergency, taking a picture can save the memory, and “maps” gets me to Chipotle without the 
hassle of a real map. Although, realistically I should have that memorized by now.  

Now, I’m not saying there doesn’t need to be a balance. Should I still know how to read a 
map in case of an emergency? Sure. Is that going to happen? Probably not.  

Cellphones should not be tethered to everyone at every moment. We shouldn’t have a 
mini heart attack when we think we left it at home for the day (yes, I did that this morning). A 
cellphone is meant to be a device, not a lifeline.  

With kids having cellphones, tablets, iPods etc. earlier and earlier, they are becoming 
more of a necessity than a privilege. They have never experienced life without them. They will 
never have a technology-free childhood, but that doesn’t mean they aren’t going to have a good, 
wholesome childhood too.  

Erin Dolph
Lincoln Pius X High School
Newspaper Column Writing
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These	Last	Friday	Night	Lights	
Coach	Wittry	leads	to	Rabbits	to	victory	in	final	game	as	head	coach	
	

Beaming	lights,	the	smell	of	freshly	cut	grass,	and	the	deafening	roar	of	the	student	
section.	It	was	something	that	Coach	Jeff	Wittry	had	experienced	hundreds	of	times	before.	But	
there	was	something	about	this	game	that	made	it	different	from	the	rest.	It	was	the	first	time	
Jackson	High	had	made	it	to	a	State	Championship	game	in	football,	and	it	was	also	the	final	
time	Wittry	would	lead	the	Rabbits	as	Coach.	The	fact	that	the	team	went	home	with	a	stunning	
Class	B	victory	against	Summit	made	Wittry’s	last	game	of	his	coaching	career	that	much	
sweeter.	

Wittry	lead	his	team	through	an	incredible	last	season.	Though	it	started	off	with	a	
disappointing	loss	to	Washington,	the	Rabbits	rallied,	ending	with	a	12-1	record.	After	
qualifying	for	the	playoffs	for	five	straight	seasons	but	never	making	it	to	the	final	game,	a	state	
championship	was	the	perfect	way	to	finish	strong.		
	 Wittry	had	some	amazing	players	to	thank	for	this	incredible	State	win.	Senior	running	
back	Dan	Smith	dominated	the	game	with	25	rushes	for	178	yards	and	12	total	tackles.	Joe	
Schellen	and	Jim	Hiller	also	aided	the	team	in	rushing	yards.		
	 A	holding	call	late	in	the	4th	quarter	nearly	cost	the	Rabbits	the	game.	However,	Smith	
responded	with	a	nearly	40-yard	field	goal	that	sealed	the	victory	for	the	Rabbits.	The	game’s	
final	score	was	17-16,	with	the	Rabbits	winning	by	only	one	point.	It	was	a	narrow	victory,	but	
one	that	would	be	remembered	in	school	history	for	years	to	come.	

Wittry’s	retirement	came	as	a	surprise	to	many	when	he	announced	it	was	his	last	game	
in	the	locker	room	after	the	game.	“We	were	all	excited	to	win,	and	then	when	Coach	Wittry	
told	us	he	was	retiring,	we	all	got	teary-eyed.	He’s	been	such	a	great	coach	to	have.	We	
couldn’t	have	asked	for	a	better	way	to	send	him	out,”	said	Smith.		

A	leader,	a	coach,	and	a	friend	to	many,	Jackson	was	grateful	for	Wittry’s	many	
successful	years	as	their	coach	and	for	winning	the	school	their	first	State	title	in	football.	“I	
couldn’t	ask	for	a	better	way	to	end	a	25-year	career	in	coaching.	The	last	21	years	here	at	
Jackson	have	been	great.	This	is	a	storybook	ending	to	my	coaching	career.”		

Megan Szwanek
Omaha Marian High School
Yearbook Sports Feature Writing



All Business, No Play Makes Hawk’s Point Student Center a Dull Place 

by Lily Yates 

Path Hall commons area leaves much to be desired in terms of community atmosphere 

To think of a college cafeteria is to think of something like family. As students adjust to living 
away from home, commons areas and dining halls can usually provide reassuring feelings of 
comfort and community. At Hawk’s Point student center, however, the atmosphere is less like the 
family dinner table and more like an office cafeteria. 

Built in 2016, the Path Hall dormitory building’s exterior is sleek and efficient. But when the 
metallic doors clang open, the impression regrettably carries inside. Whoever took charge of 
design choices in the dining area, especially, was more concerned about an impression of 
modernism than any semblance of warmth. A blur of monochrome and mismatched textures and 
patterns manages to spread blandness throughout the sprawling cafeteria. It seems designers 
were unable to decide on one motif, from the space-age, art deco upholstered chairs and mosaic 
carpet to the ponderously contrasting wood stains on the walls and tables. 

But, thankfully, food service at Hawk’s Point gets the job done where it counts. An accessible 
buffet-style greens bar boasts enough variety for even the most finicky veggie fiend. Students 
can also avail themselves of continental breakfast amenities, including a waffle maker, juice bar, 
and selection of fresh-looking pastries. If a foodie isn’t quite feeling up to the task of assembling 
breakfast themselves, the cafeteria has also provided staff at the delicious-smelling Create bar to 
serve up hot commodities like omelettes and pancakes. 

However, it was apparent in some respects that the way the food line is run may need some 
improvements. At 8:55 a.m., prime breakfast rush time, the menu was either still or already on its 
lunch phase- the smell in the air, however delicious, certainly did not consist of baked pollock, 
steamed rice, carrots, and green beans. Maybe it was due to the presence of only four kitchen 
visible kitchen staff, but it seems like knowing what’s on the menu should be a rather more 
important consideration.  

Another component of the food services available was the small convenience store just off of the 
main buffet. Manned by a single, obviously-exhausted college student, at first glance the store 
seemed ripe with options. But the positive expectation set by a sign outside, proclaiming, ‘a 
healthy meal starts with a healthy appetite’ was quashed after a closer look at the array of potato 
chips, sticky candy, and soft drinks. 

The stickiness of the convenience store candy, however, luckily doesn’t speak to the overall 
cleanliness of the facility. Impressively, even the game room is spotless, where one could 
ordinarily expect to find collateral damage from the college students who frequent it. The room 
flaunts a plethora of activities like pool, foosball, ping-pong, and pinball. It is even equipped 

Lily Yates
Omaha Skutt Catholic High School
Entertainment Review Writing
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Shooting for Gold 

Every kid who grows up playing basketball has practiced the shot a 100 times in the driveway, breaking 
down every little detail in their heads and not going inside until they finally hit the shot, the shot to win a 
state championship at the buzzer. 

The Norton Bluejays defeated the Stockton Tigers 78-75 on a game winning three pointer to win the 
Class B State Championship game in front of a packed crowd of 12,860 at Pinnacle Bank Arena in 
downtown Lincoln. 

The Bluejays managed to pull off a 13 point comeback, capped off by senior Mike Davis’s game winning 
three as time expired. 

“That’s my favorite shot, so I was excited once it left my hands,” David said. 

Stockton looked good early in the game, getting off to a quick 6-0 lead in the first quarter. Stockton 
sophomore Brent Hansen led the Tigers early scoring 11 points in the first quarter. Norton star senior Rod 
Green got into foul trouble and had to sit out the last 4:15 in the first. 

Stockton started to pull away in the second quarter, extending their lead to 38-25 with 2:58 left in the half. 
Norton never went away though, and Green scored 9 points late in the second to shrink the lead to 4 at 
half. 

“We had a good lead,” Hansen said, “then they started coming back.” 

Senior Dru Smith led the Tigers in the third with 8 points, extending the Stockton lead to 11 going into 
the final quarter. 

The thing that really changed the momentum of the game and brought Norton back into the game was 
switching from their signature press to a full court man-to-man look on defense, and really trying to speed 
Stockton up and get some turnovers. 

“I knew we had to do something different defensively and the man-to-man pressure was the answer,” 
Norton coach Rod Johnson said. 

Norton forced 11 turnovers in the 4th quarter, which gave them a chance to comeback in the game. 

“I think we panicked a little and once we started turning it over, everyone started turning it over,” 
Stockton coach Jeff Wittry said. 

The teams found each other tied at 75 with eight seconds remaining, and Norton had just taken over 
possession after a jump ball. Green was the first choice to take the shot, but when he found himself 
double teamed, he kicked out to his teammate Davis who hit the shot of a lifetime. 

“I was supposed to take the last shot, but I couldn’t get a shot off,” Green said, “I have all the confidence 
in the world in Mike and I knew he could make it,”  

Green came up big in his last game, leading all scorers with 24 and adding 11 boards to his efforts. Senior 
Dan Tietjan added 22 for Norton, while Stockton was let by Hansen with 21, and Smith who chipped in a 
double-double with 20 points and 12 rebounds. 

This was Nortons first ever State Championship game, and they were led by a strong senior group. 

“We seniors have wanted this for so long and we had come close the last few years,” Green said. 

Dylan Nicholson, Papillion-La Vista High School
Sports News Writing



The common cliche among 
American citizens is the youth is the 
future of this country. For the MN 
girls tennis squad, not only is youth 
the future, but it has also become 
the present state of the team.

After entering the 2015 season 
with high expectations, and hopes 
of a state title in the works, the 
girls team snagged a slightly-
disappointing fourth place at the 
state matches, with seniors Libby 
Koukol and Christina Ternent 
claiming the crown as the top 
doubles team in Nebraska.

However, with those two 
seniors as well as a few others 
departing for college, there were 
some much-need holes to fill. 
Lacking a senior class heading into 
the 2016 slate, the team is looking 
towards some reliance on freshman 
and sophomores in a youth 
movement.

Freshman Josie Friedman will 
be filling the role as the number one 
singles player on the team. In her 
first year at MN, Friedman is being 
thrown straight into the fire, but has 
garnered three consecutive wins to 
start the season.

“I’m kind of nervous because 
I don’t know what to expect, but I 
think it’s really exciting. I know I 
can get so much better and there’s 
not much pressure since I am a 
freshman,” Friedman said.

As the number one singles, 
Friedman will frequently 
face some of the best players 
Nebraska has to offer. She 
will be paired up with the top 
singles player from each of the 
other high schools.

“I think I’ll do well, 
but I know there will be a 
lot of competition. I just want 
to improve, gain more 
experience and have fun 
doing it,” Friedman said.

The strong play of 
Friedman in the preseason has 
the coaching staff excited at the 
potential for this team. The team has 
complete confidence in their new 
number one singles player.

“I think Josie is a very young 
talented player, and she will play 

matches tough and give the older 
number one players a run for their 
money. It’s always nice to have 
a young player come in and play 
number one singles for you, as she 
will just improve that much more 
and gain much more experience at 
that position this year,” head coach 
Josh Raymond said.

Another contributing factor 
to this inexperienced team is a 
complete lack of a senior class, as 
well as losing one of the starting 
varsity juniors for the season. With 
zero returning, the team will have to 
look more towards the junior class 
as leaders.

“I think we lost a lot of really 
good players last year. But since 
all of the seniors left, three juniors 
have really been taking charge to 
be the examples,” junior Kashish 
Singh said.

With more of a young-talent 
type of team moving forward, the 
MN girls tennis squad has all the 
makings of future state contenders 
down the line. As the team gains 
more experience and veteran 
leadership each match, there’s no 
telling how strong they can become.

“I think that every girl will 
give their very best in every match 
they play this year. If they do that 
and trust in themselves, they will all 
play very well,” Raymond said.

TENNIS: FINAL SMACKDOWN
Jessica Blum
Gretna High 
School
Newspaper 
Layout





     The stretch of Highway 275 that exists east of Norfolk to west of Fremont will be brought 
into the 21st century with the Transportation Innovation Act. 

     The Transportation Innovation Act will direct $450 million over 17 years to infrastructure 
projects across the state with Highway 275 being top priority.  The current two lane highway will 
be expanded to four.  While currently in the design stage, construction is set to begin between the 
spring of 2019 and early 2020. 

     “We’ve come together to make a simple point: Northeast Nebraska deserves 21st century 
infrastructure,” executive director of 4 Lanes 4 Nebraska and Norfolk mayor Josh Moenning 
said.   

     4 Lanes 4 Nebraska is a trade and advocacy organization that promotes the modernization of 
Nebraska’s transportation infrastructure.  Moenning says that the expansion will bring economic 
success to the area. 

     “With 1940s roadways, our steelmakers, manufacturers, cattle feeders, famers and small 
businesses remain isolated from major markets,” Moenning said.  “We have tremendous 
potential for new growth and increased quality of life, but outdated infrastructure is costing us 
countless opportunities to help the state move forward.” 

     In 1988, the state enacted a transportation policy to prioritize the connection of each major 
Nebraska community to an interstate system via a four-lane highway.  Originally constructed in 
1939, Highway 275 remains as one of the few unfished segments within the 600-mile statewide 
expressway system. 

     “There’s tremendous support in the region for getting this highway,” Moenning said.  “The 
promise was made back in 1988 that this roadway was going to be completed in 2003 and here 
we are 15 years later and nothing has been done.” 

     The project is also set to improve public safety.  A 2015 study conducted by 4 Lanes 4 
Nebraska found that the current two lane highway  had a traffic fatality rate that was 152 percent 
higher than other counties across the state and a 62 percent higher traffic accident rate. 
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We’ve	all	been	there.	You	crammed	for	a	test	during	the	first	fleeting	minutes	
of	class,	glare	at	question	one,	and	panic.	You	look	up,	and	that	one	really	smart	girl	
just	happens	to	be	sitting	caddy	corner	to	your	desk.	You	take	a	peek.		
	 It’s	no	big	deal;	it’s	only	one	question,	right?	
	 But	then	your	little	scheme	turns	into	a	tissue	box.	You	steal	one,	and	another	
one	pops	right	back	up	after.	Pretty	soon,	your	test	will	be	just	as	solid	as	that	one	
really	smart	girl’s.		

You	know,	the	one	who	studied	until	1:00	AM	last	night,	or	not	to	mention,	
has	tediously	built	up	her	grade	in	this	class	all	so	you	can	sit	in	a	desk	caddy	corner	
to	her	and	steal	her	answers.	Steal	her	work.	Steal	her	pride.		

And	not	only	this;	you	are	robbing	yourself	of	an	honest	education.		
	 A	plague	is	sweeping	over	Lunar	High	School	far	worse	than	a	mass	of	
sneezes	and	sniffles.	Students	are	relying	on	cheating	as	means	of	passing	classes	
more	than	ever	before.	In	fact,	a	survey	from	faculty	listed	cheating	as	a	top	concern,	
second	only	to	bullying.	
	 In	order	to	prevent	the	spread	of	this	commencing	epidemic,	Principal	Kim	
Johnson	has	required	that	all	students	sign	a	pledge	stating	they	will	not	cheat,	aid	
others	in	cheating,	and	that	they	understand	the	consequences	of	cheating.		
	 The	document	has	caused	uproar,	mainly	because	a	student	will	be	issued	ISS	
if	he	or	she	refuses	to	sign	it.	We	must	realize,	however,	that	the	ends	justify	the	
means.	

As	students,	we	do	not	realize	the	seriousness	behind	cheating.	This	is	
proven	simply	through	the	number	of	students	who	have	been	caught	in	the	act.	

	English	teacher	Mr.	David	Francois	admits,	“This	year	alone	I’ve	caught	20	
students	cheating,	and	almost	everyone	of	those	caught	was	shocked	when	I	gave	
them	a	zero.”		
	 It	may	seem	menial	to	require	a	signature	to	prevent	cheating,	however,	this	
signature	is	forcing	students	to	educate	themselves	on	the	consequences	of	their	
actions.			
	 Just	as	Mr.	Francois	said,	his	students	were	shocked	when	they	received	
failing	grades	for	not	doing	any	work.	This	is	a	serious	issue,	because	what	should	be	
obvious	is	not.	If	you	put	in	zero	work,	you	will	receive	zero	compensation.	The	
contract	we	sign	simply	reinforces	this	notion,	as	some	of	us	have	clearly	forgot.	
	 This	requirement	will	not	end	in	our	high	school	careers,	either.	In	order	to	
receive	financial	aid,	many	colleges	require	similar	pledges	to	be	signed.		
	 Regardless,	many	are	protesting	the	contract	due	to	the	punishment	that	
results	from	not	signing	it.			

Our	principal	has	declared	herself,	“The	student’s	who	don’t	want	to	sign	the	
pledge	have	not	given	me	a	reasonable	explanation	on	why	they	refuse.”	
	 One	explanation	is	simple:	we	rely	too	much	on	cheating	to	sign	a	contract	
giving	it	away.			

If	there	is	a	legitimate	concern	upon	signing	the	pledge,	there	is	no	reason	as	
to	why	this	cannot	be	voiced	to	our	principal,	who	is	more	than	willing	to	negotiate.		

“If	they	had	a	logical	argument	or	religious	reason,	then	I	would	be	more	
prone	to	listen,”	Johnson	said.	

Nicole Ludden
Papillion-La Vista High School
Editorial Writing
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The Merriam-Webster Dictionary does not have a current definion for 
“The 2016 Election,” but if it did, the entry would not likely be a reassuring 
one. 

With headlines beaming “Welcome to the Election from Hell” and co-
medians like John Oliver referring to the past 15 months as “the electoral 
equivalent of seeing someone puking so you start puking and then someone 
else is puking and pretty soon everyone is puking 2016,” the outcome can 
hardly be anything but unsatisfactory. 

This issue, Westside Journalism takes a look at the arguably most appall-
ing, exhausting and controversial election our country has ever seen, with 
one message in mind: This November, vote wisely. 

Elizabeth Seline, Celena Shepherd, Madigan Brodsky, James Schueneman, Sophie Knight, Malia Battafarano
Omaha Westside High School, In-Depth Newspaper Coverage



Winning Despite the Odds 

Norfolk is one of the larger cities in Nebraska, which isn’t saying a whole lot. It’s a small, tight-
knit farming community in the middle of a flyover state. On the way into town on the highway, 
drivers pass by grain silos, cornfields, and even a few feedlots. It’s surrounded by tiny 
communities like Wayne, Wisner, and Battle Creek. Its main school, Norfolk High School, is on 
the small end of class A, but their basketball program is one of the focal points of their town. 

Papillion is a suburb of Omaha. It’s got a suburban feel to it, right on the edge of the biggest city 
in Nebraska, just outside the commotion of the metropolis. Papillion-LaVista High School is one 
of the largest in Class A, and boasted one of the most dominant basketball programs in recent 
years, producing standouts such as Ed Chang and Ayo Akinwole.  

When these two basketball teams met on the court at the Pinnacle Bank Arena this year for the 
class A state championship game, many outside of Norfolk immediately wrote off the Panthers. 
Chang was just too dominant, Akinwole just too much of a precision shooter. Even popular 
support seemed to swing toward the Monarchs of Papillion-LaVista. Noted Nebraska football 
recruit Keyshawn Johnson Jr. was easily viewable in the front row of the Monarch student 
section with Husker punter Caleb Lightbourn, cheering on the team they thought was a shoo-in 
to win the trophy.  

Sure, Norfolk had some talent. Sure, Logan Strom, UC-Davis basketball recruit was something 
to behold on the hardwood. Sure, Lane McCallum, Air Force football commit was one of the 
best athletes to come out of the state in recent years. Still, the doubters persisted. Norfolk hadn’t 
won a basketball title since 1987. Why was this the year they could do it? 

The answer came in many forms, but it’s embodied by their leader.  

Tony Siske.  

The head coach is new to the community, but not new to small town Nebraska. He’s coached at 
Scottsbluff, Raymond Central, and now this year at Norfolk. He’s had assistant jobs at 
Dorchester and Mead High School after playing for Ralston High School and Midland 
University. 

To Siske, the culture at his latest stop on a long coaching journey has been familiar. He says it 
feels like Scottsbluff, a small town with a big fan base.  

“It’s a community not like Omaha or Lincoln,” Siske says. “There’s not a lot of schools to 
choose from, and we start working with kids in third or fourth grade.  

Siske is a very even-keeled man when he enters a room. He stands at average height, and his 
close-cropped buzz cut is just beginning to reveal a few grey hairs.  

When he got the head coaching job with the Panthers, he was filling some big shoes. Ben Ries 
had just stepped out of coaching after a long tenure at Norfolk. Ries hasn’t left, though. He’s the 
athletic director for the Panthers now, and Siske said he was fortunate enough to be able to reap 
the benefits of the program Ries had built. 

Will Morris
Millard West High School
Newspaper Sports Feature Writing



Legislative Shootout 
Democratic and Republican lawmakers fight over bill to loosen gun laws 

   
Saunders Cohen
Omaha Westside High School
Headline Writing



1522 Central Avenue
Across from the Shippley Event Center 

1-308-555-2315

Evening and Weekend Shifts Available.

Must be 16, background checks are required.

HOURS:
Mon-Thurs. and Sun.
7 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Fri.-Sat.
7 a.m. to 1 a.m.

-Flexible Scheduling 
-Great Atmosphere
-Advancement options 
after six months of 
employment

Brooke Staashelm
Millard West High School
Advertising
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Haley	Herman	

Theme	–	Doors	Wide	Open	

	

Opening	–		

“Excuse	me	sir,	the	door	is	locked.	I	can’t	get	in.”	

“Of	course	you	can	get	in;	the	DOORS	are	WIDE	OPEN.”	

“Sir,	I	don’t	understand	the	door	is	closed.”	

“No,	you	see	this	door	is	closed,	but	the	door	of	life	is	WIDE	OPEN.”	

Throughout	the	years	of	high	school,	students	come	to	many	closed	doors.	

These	doors	don’t	stand	in	your	way	though;	they	carve	the	path	of	life	you	choose	

to	take.		

City	High	is	all	about	pushing	through	barriers.	The	new	year	will	consist	of	

many	changes.	One	being	all	students	will	receive	their	own	laptops.		The	488	

students	in	attendance	will	now	have	better	resources	to	accomplish	their	work.		

Another	change	at	City	High	will	be	the	10	new	staff	members	and	assistant	

principal	that	will	be	joining	the	flow	of	the	Bugeaters.	The	new	members	of	the	City	

High	program	will	work	to	remove	any	closed	doors	from	the	students’	paths.		

Together	students	and	teachers	will	work	to	open	doors	and	provide	opportunities	

that	were	blocked	before.		

The	changes	in	ethnic	backgrounds	this	year	will	better	the	cultural	

understanding	and	acceptance	of	students	that	differ	from	themselves.	With	better	

understanding	of	others,	students	will	open	new	doors	for	themselves	that	can	

further	their	appreciation	for	others.	

As	students	grow,	more	doors	will	open	up	and	allow	them	to	take	that	path.	

Each	path	can	lead	students	to	a	new	place	and	new	experiences.	When	closed	doors	

block	the	path,	push	forward	and	open	it.	Don’t	led	closed	doors	block	out	the	light.	

Light	can	shine	through	even	the	smallest	of	spaces.	

	 Together	as	Bugeaters,	we	will	force	our	way	through	and	find	that	there	are	

DOORS	WIDE	OPEN.		

	

	

	



Alisha Schnakenberg
Sandy Creek High School 
Info Graphic

Super Lice

Lice can transfer 
hosts as quick as it 
takes to take a selfie

•A recent study shows 99% of head lice have devel-
oped a genetic mutation allowing them to resist 

over-the-counter lice shampoos and prescription 
chemical treatments.

•The Centers for Disease Control 
says six to 12 million kids, aged 
three to 11 years, get lice in the 
U.S. each year

Myth No. 1: Lice can jump and fly.
Lice crawl. Period. They move from one 
head to another by grabbing onto a 
passing hair with one of their six claws. In 
order for that to happen, two heads have to 
be close enough for hair to touch.

Myth No. 2: Only kids get lice. Based on treatme-
nts at Lice Clinics of America, just half of head-lice 
infestations happen to school-age kids. The other half 
happen to parents (usually the moms) and older siblings. 
Teenagers and college students who spend a lot of time 
putting their heads together for selfies and other activities are
 also not immune.



Arielle Wiedenbeck, Aelyn Thompson
Waverly High School
Yearbook Theme Development





Brianna Gable
Waverly High School
Newspaper Feature Writing

Granting the Wishes of Graduating 

 Graduation Sunday in high schools across the nation is a sight to see. For Leaguetown 

High School, 72 seniors will walk the stage to receive a diploma and begin the next chapter in 

life.  

 Except for one senior who will have an experience that came one month early in a 

hospital lobby, instead of a high school gym. 

 Benjamin Valle, an A honor roll student, will be the first in his family to wear a cap and 

gown. Valle’s mother, Lydia, wanted to make sure he had opportunities she didn’t. 

 “My mother has always pushed me in school,” Valle said. “Since I was little, education 

was the top priority in my house.” 

 His mother, Mrs. Valle, was diagnosed with mantle cell lymphoma, a rare blood cancer. 

In early April, the family was informed that she had only a month to live. 

 “My mom first got sick when I was in ninth grade,” Valle said. “During my sophomore 

year, she went into remission, and life was normal again. Then the cancer returned with a 

vengeance.” 

 One month was not long enough to witness her first born graduate with honors. Her 

strongest desire was about to be taken away from her. 

 “Lydia spent her life loving her children and teaching the to love education,” father 

Antonio Valle said. 

 Everything changed when principal Kendall Lindares granted Valle’s wish of holding an 

early graduation ceremony. 

 “I was so touched that I could hardly speak,” Valle said. “In the 20 minutes I was in his 

office, he arranged for me to get a graduation cap and gown, spoke with my teachers about my 

completing my work early and even ordered my diploma.” 

 Valle’s teachers and administrators whole heartedly supported his dream of having his 

mom attend this milestone.  



Jessica Buhman
Columbus Scotus High School
News Feature Photograph



Ashly Helfrich
Bennington High School
Yearbook Feature Writing

Setting a New Standard 
 

While some use their winter break to get caught up on sleep, relax with friends, or 
socialize with family over the holidays, others have different goals in mind. Social Studies 
teacher Hank Bettina spent his two-week break doing something extraordinary – converting a 
used school bus into his new 225 square-foot home. 
 After seeing an ad on Craig’s List for a used school bus selling for $3,000 one Saturday, 
Bettina decided to take up the offer. Bettina then committed his winter break to converting the 
bus into a unique and interesting style of living. 
 “The bus was in decent mechanical shape, but the inside was pretty beat up,” Bettina 
said. “That’s when the idea of converting it into a home just popped into my head.” 
 Taking each detail into consideration, Bettina spent hours restructuring the bus. He 
removed all of the traditional seats, except the driver’s seat, and added areas such as a bathroom, 
kitchenette and even a storage area. Bettina committed his entire being to the project, sometimes 
staying awake for 36 hours designing over the course of one weekend. He also recruited friend 
and fellow teacher, Matt Wittmer to assist him with the construction. 
 “The toughest par was running electricity and getting a small water tank attached to the 
back of the bus,” Bettina said. “I have to admit, it’s pretty cool inside. We got carried away with 
the colors, and this might be the brightest home I’ve ever seen.” 

Bettina’s project cost about $6,000 to reconstruct, but saved him more money in the long 
run. Over spring break, Bettina moved out of his apartment and settled in the bus. Living inside 
the renovated bus saved Bettina more than $500 on rent and $200 on utility payments each 
month. He also plans to use the bus as a form of transportation to travel his way along the 
infamous Route 66 during the summer months. 
 “A few people have questioned why I am doing it,” Bettina said. “And I guess my best 
answer is, ‘Why not?’ I am 25 years old, single and don’t have a need for a lot of material things. 
With the money I save on rent and utilities, I will be able to travel more.” 
 The strenuous hours spent remodeling the bus paved the way for Bettina’s future 
adventures. Bettina plans to live in the bus for a little more than a year and travel with it for two 
summers. He then hopes to install the bus as a vacation home at his grandparents’ acreage in 
Colorado. 
 “For years, my grandfather and I talked about building a small cabin on his land, but the 
building codes for that area don’t allow homes under 800 square feet,” Bettina said. “A big cabin 
is too expensive for us. We heard that if the home was on wheels, we could get away with 
anything we wanted.” 
 Bettina’s determination and dedication showed Leaguetown students and staff that 
putting their skills to the test can impact their lives, guiding them to follow their pursuit of 
happiness and their wandering passion for adventure. 
  

  



McKensi Uecker
Sandy Creek High School
Newspaper Column Writing

Adolescent Addiction 
Cell Phones are taking over young lives 

By McKensi Uecker 
 

 BUZZ. BUZZ. BUZZ. There it is again, your cellphone interrupting yet another 
English lecture. Your teacher glares at you, possibly taking your phone away, or as mine 
usually does, ignoring the interruption completely because it has become such a regular 
part of their day. But why is your phone on in the first place? Did you really need to take 
it to class? What a silly question, of course you did! It’s the only way you can know what 
your friend just posted on Instagram, or maintain your oh so important Snapchat streaks. 
 While cell phones are great for emergencies and aiding in communication with 
friends and family, many adolescents have formed an addiction to their phones. This 
absolute dependence has eliminated many skills that past generations took for granted. A 
great example of this happened to me last week. I was driving in Lincoln with a friend, 
and we were attempting to find a clothing store. We didn’t have any GPS signal at the 
time (you all know the struggle), and without Google Maps we were completely and 
utterly lost. She pulled a paper map out of my glove compartment and tried using it to 
find the street where the store was located—but she couldn’t decipher a simple map. I 
know, crazy right? But think of the last time you attempted to find a place using a foldout 
map. It’s probably been awhile (if you’ve used one at all). 
 While our navigational skills have been almost entirely erased, the impact can be 
seen in nearly all aspects of adolescent life. Kids these days aren’t living “in the 
moment,” their living through cameras. Their biggest fear isn’t heights, their biggest fear 
is running out of data every month. I’ll condone that there are obvious benefits to cell 
phone usage, but instead of enjoying life, adolescents are spending all of their time 
attempting to capture it, so that they can post it on their social media and “flex for the 
‘gram” (referring to Instagram of course). As a generation, we need to stop obsessing 
over what our social media accounts look like. Don’t worry if your Twitter feed is 
running dry, the only person that really notices is you. Instead of trying to think of a 
clever post, go make some memories and stop worrying about the number of likes you 
got on your most recent selfie. 
 So please, put down your phones and look around. Maybe talk to that cute person 
from class that you’ve been dying to meet, instead of sliding into their DMs. Rather than 
Face-Timing your best friend every evening, go out to eat and have a actual face-to-face 
conversation. Quit avoiding life behind the screen of your smart phone. Venture outside 
for once and stop limiting your life to where the Wi-Fi signal ends. 
 



Savanah Ellis
Southern Valley High School
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Heart,	Fight,	and	Football	
	
Making	the	football	playoffs	is	always	a	major	highlight	of	any	team’s	season.	

Making	the	playoffs	consistently	is	something	that	is	expected	of	powerhouse	
football	teams.	After	all	the	playoff	rounds	have	been	completed	and	the	
championship	game	is	set,	fans	are	expecting	a	great,	competitive	treat.	This	year’s	
championship	game	did	not	upset	those	expectations.		

Facing	off	in	this	year’s	championship	game,	was	the	Jackson	High	Rabbits	
(11-1)	verse	the	Summit	High	Hawks	(10-2).	The	Rabbits	defeated	Lincoln,	Adams,	
Jefferson,	and	Fillmore	on	their	chase	for	their	first	ever	appearance	in	a	
championship	game.	They	had	qualified	for	the	playoffs	for	five	straight	seasons,	but	
were	never	able	to	finish	with	the	biggest	game	of	the	year.		

On	the	other	side	of	the	field	were	the	Summit	High	Hawks.	They	beat	
Browning,	Greenville,	Bluestem,	and	Redville	during	their	playoff	run.	They	have	
qualified	for	the	payoffs	ten	times,	but	have	not	won	a	championship	since	2002.	
The	only	thing	that	stood	in	the	way	of	earning	another	title	was	the	tough	team	of	
the	Jackson	High	Rabbits.		

The	Class	B	state	championship	game	was	held	at	Memorial	Field	in	Lincoln,	
Nebraska.	When	the	teams	arrived	at	the	venue,	they	were	in	the	zone,	listening	to	
music	and	getting	in	the	right	mindset	for	the	competition.	The	game	kicked	off	at	
two	in	the	afternoon,	and	there	was	a	large,	rowdy	crowd	ready	for	some	great	
football.		

After	choosing	to	punt	on	their	first	possession	of	the	game,	the	Hawks	gave	
the	Rabbits	the	ball	at	the	twenty-seven	yard	line.	The	Jackson	Rabbits	were	able	to	
take	that	opportunity,	and	drove	the	ball	seventy-three	yards	in	eleven	plays	to	
make	it	in	the	end	zone,	and	put	the	first	points	on	the	board.	The	star	of	the	drive	
was	senior	running	back,	Dan	Smith	who	carried	the	ball	seven	times	for	fifty-six	
yards.	At	the	end	of	the	first,	Jackson	led	seven	to	three	after	Summit	was	able	to	
score	a	field	goal.		

During	the	second	quarter,	the	Rabbits	were	still	running	strong.	Their	
defense	held	the	Hawks	to	no	points,	and	even	caused	a	fumble.	After	the	Rabbits	
got	the	ball	back,	they	were	able	to	score	with	another	drive	led	by	Smith.		

Although	they	were	losing,	fourteen	to	three	at	halftime,	the	Summit	High	
Hawks	were	still	confident.	They	knew	if	they	just	relaxed	and	played	without	their	
nerves,	they	would	be	right	back	in	the	game.	“We	were	disappointed	at	halftime,	
being	down	eleven,	but	we	were	still	confident,”	said	Larry	Brown,	the	Hawk’s	
junior	quarterback.		

The	Hawks	came	out	with	a	renewed	excitement	during	the	third	quarter,	
and	held	the	Rabbits	to	fourteen	points.	The	Hawks	were	able	to	score	on	a	field	goal	
after	a	rabbit	turnover	as	well	as	a	touchdown	drive.	“We	were	finally	able	to	stop	
them	the	second	half	and	got	our	offense	going	a	little	better,”	said	Brown.	At	the	
end	of	the	third	the	score	was	fourteen	to	thirteen	with	the	Rabbits	still	in	the	lead.		

Then	came	the	daunting	fourth	quarter.	The	fans	were	on	the	edges	of	their	
seats	waiting	in	anticipation	for	what	was	sure	to	be	a	great	finish.	The	Hawks	
scored	a	field	goal	early	in	the	quarter,	on	a	drive	that	was	led	by	Brown.		

Brittney Zoubek
Dorchester High School
Yearbook Sports Feature Writing
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Walking into the front doors of Hawk’s Point at Path Hall was anything but remarkable. I
was greeted with no hello from the front desk and the rudeness of college students, 
understandably so, considering an oh-so-young high school student just invaded their lounge 
center.

Hawk’s Point is an area on the first floor of the Path Hall dormitory where the students 
attending Northeast Community College can go to play games, relax, or grab a quick bite to eat 
in-between classes or sit down for a meal. 

In my opinion, Hawk’s Point is the exact opposite of a friendly relaxation area. 

The cafeteria was inadequate for anyone coming to quench their thirst or subdue their 
hunger. The tables were littered with trash and crumbs from the messy people eating their meals. 
There was nobody working towards cleaning the spilled macaroni and cheese noodles on the 
tables. There was a salad bar with deli meat, hard boiled eggs, and salad dressing just waiting to 
warm up and collect viruses as the day went on. If I wanted packaged, pre-cut fruit, I came to the 
right place. There was only one person I saw working who looked less than willing to assist me 
with any questions or concerns I might have had. I was truly concerned for the immune system 
of anyone wanting to eat at Hawk’s Point.

The dining area was no better than the cafeteria. I sat alone at a table and took in the 
environment of the hall. There were four college going students eating their breakfast sitting at a 
table a few feet away, laughing and swearing at each other as they shoveled eggs into their 
mouths. When they left, nobody came to clean their table off which made me question the
obscure amount of bacteria that could possibly be growing on the tables. Crumbs littered the 
counters and floors making the area a literal dump.

The game room, which is supposed to be a friendly area where students can unwind and
relax, was not inviting due to the fact the lights were off. The door was open, sending a not-so-
welcoming invitation to anyone who wanted to play pool or ping-pong in the darkness. 
Unwinding should not cost money, yet there were coin slots waiting to steal the already
financially unstable college student’s money. 

Although the atmosphere is uninviting, the cafeteria and dining hall are infested with 
food scraps, and the game room felt more like a cave, the students eating told me that Hawk’s
Point is more enjoyable on the weekends. One student told me that he stays at college over the 
weekends only so he can enjoy the lasagna offered in the cafeteria twice a month. A Monday 
morning was not the best time to review Hawk’s Point because everything on the first day of the 
week is duller compared to the remaining days of the week.

Hawk’s Point at Path Hall failed to meet my expectations. The area was truly disgusting. 
If faced with the option on where to eat breakfast, lunch, or supper, choose anything but Hawk’s
Point. Disappointment is plastered on the walls of this failed attempt at a relaxation area.
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Experiments bring new light

Cutline Goes Here (Right)- This is the first sentence of the caption: it 
is written in present tense and tells who, what, when and where. This is the 
second sentence of the caption, telling the why or the how. “This is the third 
sentence of the caption,” said Your Adviser. “It might be a good story-telling 
quote from the person in the photo.”

Cutline Goes Here (Below)- This is the first sentence of the caption: 
it is written in present tense and tells who, what, when and where. This is the 
second sentence of the caption, telling the why or the how. “This is the third 
sentence of the caption,” said Your Adviser. “It might be a good story-telling 
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Bluejays Bounce Tigers for First Title

The storyline of the Class B boys basketball state championship game was downright 
biblical. In a traditional David vs. Goliath matchup, the Norton Bluejays defeated the Stockton 
Tigers 78-75 to capture the school’s first ever Class B boys basketball state championship. 
Playing in front of a crowd of 12,860 at Pinnacle Bank Arena, Norton senior Mike Davis sank a 
buzzer-beater three to clinch the win for the Bluejays.

“That’s my favorite shot—I practice it a hundred times a day,” Davis said. “I was excited 
once it left my hands.”

Davis’ three capped a twenty-nine point fourth quarter for the Bluejays, who came into 
the final eight minutes trailing 60-49. Normally a zone defense team, coach Rod Johnson 
switched the Bluejays to a full-court man-to-man pressure defense for the fourth quarter.

“I knew we had to do something differently defensively and the man-to-man pressure 
was the answer,” Johnson explained. “We hadn’t played it much this season so maybe they 
weren’t prepared for it.”

Stockton and Norton took very different paths to reach the state championship game. 
Stockton, a traditional Class B powerhouse who has played in five state finals since 2005, came
into the state tournament with a record of 20-3. They defeated Spring City in the first round 75-
68 and took down Newsbruck 64-53 in the semifinals. Norton came into the state tournament 
with a record of 18-5, having lost in the state semifinals the previous two years. They were able 
to get by West Lincoln in the first round with score of 59-52, then handled Siouxland 81-68 in 
the semifinals to reach their first ever state championship game. Senior Rod Green led all scorers 
with 24 points.

“It’s so cool to beat Stockton because of all the tradition they have,” Green said. “We 
seniors have wanted this for so long and we had come close the last few years.”

After falling into foul trouble in the first quarter, Green was able to find his rhythm in the 
second, scoring 9 points in the last 2:30 of the half. However, with the 6’9” Green on the bench, 
Stockton was able to pick apart the Norton defense for baskets in the paint. They maintained a 
steady lead throughout the first three quarters, led by sophomore Brent Hansen’s 24-point 
performance.

“We had that won. We had a good lead and then they started coming back,” Hansen said. 
“I think we got nervous and made mistakes we don’t usually make.”

If the first three quarters were quietly marked by Stockton’s steady and solid 
performance, then the last quarter was struck with a bolt of Bluejay lightning, as Norton was able 
to force 11 Stockton turnovers in the final period. Stockton coach Jeff Wittry has been the head 
basketball coach since 2005.

“We played so well for three quarters and then we couldn’t handle their pressure. I think 
we panicked a little and once we started turning it over, everyone started turning it over,” Wittry 
explained.

With just eight seconds remaining in the game, Norton was able to force a jump ball on
defense to gain possession. Senior point guard Dan Tietjen received the inbounds pass and 
immediately got the ball up the court to Green. Forced to pass by a Stockton double-team, Green 
found Davis for the game-winning shot.

“I was supposed to take the last shot, but I couldn’t get a shot off [due to the double-
team]. I have all the confidence in the world in Mike and I knew he could make it,” Green said of 
the last play.  His coach agreed.
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Kristin Wiedel is a new 
coach and teacher at Pius school 
year. Wiedel teaches chemistry 
and helps with the Pius MD and 
STEM clubs.

She also will start coach-

ing track this season. Wiedel 
competed in track in high school 
because she loved being outside 
and running.

Wiedel said, “To help create 
a team attitude she would hold 
group meetings or have a prayer 
before meets.”

Previously she has coached 
swimming at Nebraska Aquatics 

and basketball in college.

Events that Wiedel partici-
pated in when she did track were 
the mile, 2 mile and the 4 by 800 
meter relay.

Wiedel said that she wants 
to bring to the team her energy 
and enthusiasm for track for this 
season.

She will be coaching the 

high jump 

As a new coach she wants 
to help kids improve in their 
abilities.

Wiedel said she has loved to 
run since high school.

She says that when running 
the weather doesn’t bother her 
because she loves being outside. 
To keep the team safe from 

injury she said that the coaching 
staff at Pius is quite knowledge-
able in the area of safety and 
already has a lot of experience.    
Freshman Sam Duchesneau 
said, “It’s exciting getting a new 
coach. It’s good to have the old 
coaches because they know what 
they’re doing but having a new 
coach is great because of the 
new energy.”

Wiedel takes over high jump program

Tennis team swings for gold
The common cliche among 

American citizens is the youth 
is the future of this country. For 
the MN girls tennis squad, not 
only is youth the future, but it 
has also become the present 
state of the team.

After entering the 2015 
season with high expectations, 
and hopes of a state title in the 
works, the girls team snagged 
a slightly-disappointing fourth 
place at the state matches, with 
seniors Libby Koukol and 
Christina Ternent claiming the 
crown as the top doubles team in 
Nebraska.

However, with those two 
seniors as well as a few others 
departing for college, there were 
some much-need holes to fill. 
Lacking a senior class heading 
into the 2016 slate, the team is 
looking towards some reliance 
on freshman and sophomores in 
a youth movement.

Freshman Josie Friedman 
will be filling the role as the 
number one singles player on 
the team. In her first year at 
MN, Friedman is being thrown 
straight into the fire, but has 
garnered three consecutive wins 
to start the season. 
“I’m kind of nervous because I 
don’t know what to expect, but I 
think it’s really exciting. I know 
I can get so much better and 
there’s not much pressure since I 
am a freshman,” Friedman said.

As the number one sin-
gles, Friedman will frequently 
face some of the best players 
Nebraska has to offer. She will 
be paired up with the top singles 
player from each of the other 
high schools.

“I think I’ll do well, but I 
know there will be a lot of com-

petition. I just want to improve, 
gain more experience and have 
fun doing it,” Friedman said.

The strong play of Fried-
man in the preseason has the 
coaching staff excited at the 
potential for this team. The team 
has complete confidence in their 
new number one singles player.

“I think Josie is a very 
young talented player, and 
she will play matches tough 
and give the older number one 
players a run for their money. 
It’s always nice to have a young 
player come in and play number 
one singles for you, as she will 
just improve that much more 
and gain much more experience 

at that position this year,” head 
coach Josh Raymond said.

Another contributing factor 
to this inexperienced team is 
a complete lack of a senior 
class, as well as losing one of 
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Senior Kendra Wiese hits the ball at a home tennis dual.  The Minnesota girls’ tennis team is aiming to win their 
first conference championship with year.

Keaton Kudron/the tribune Staff
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Clear eyes, full hearts, can’t 
lose.  Marian track athletes 
huddle up before their races. The 
team values friendship just as 
much as winning.

Track stars run circles around competition

Junior Jessica Buhman clears eleven feet, six inches 
inches the pole vault competition at the Marian Invite on 
Thursday, April 20.  Marian won the invite for the third 
year in a row

alySSSa Kuta/the tribune Staff
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Out of the 38 girls on the 
2016 Track and Field Team, 
two seniors stand alone. Seniors 
Mary Kiscoan and Emmy 
Witzenburg made the decision 
to run this year despite knowing 
that many of their fellow class-
mates would not.

“I knew that it was just 

going to be two of us this year, 
but I didn’t mind because 
I love track. I really enjoy 
having something to do after 
school,” Witzenberg said.

Both Kiscoan and Witzen-
berg say they enjoy running 
track because of the team 
atmosphere. “I love the en-
vironment at track meets and 
practice. Since I’m one of the 
only seniors, my team push-
es me to be the best ‘track mom’ 
I could possibly be. 
Running, for me, is a 
great stress reliever, 
and t’seven better when 
I’m surrounded by 
underclassmen who enjoy it as 
much as I do,” Kiscoan said.

As seniors, the two act as 
big sisters to the team, carrying 
many responsibilities on their 
backs … or their spikes for that 
matter. “It was really important 
to us to build a team atmosphere 
because it’s such an individual 
sport. We planned team bond-
ing activities like team dinners 
where we played games togeth-
er,” Witzenberg said.

Racing for the finish Lucy 
Boever ’17 sprints toward the 
finish line in the 400m at the 
Benson invite. photo by mary-
kiscoan

Head Coach Mr. Greg Polka 
was happy to see the seniors 
come back for another year and 
work with the juniors to lead the 
team. “The seniors are wonder-
ful people and add to the flavor 
of the team. The juniors have 
stepped up with the seniors to 
take ownership of the team. It 
was neat to see the seniors rec-
ognize the juniors as leaders and 
to work in tandem with them,” 
Golka said.

Kiscoan and Witzenberg are 
con dent leaving the team in the 
hands of the juniors next year. 
“I am really proud of every-
thing the underclassmen have 
achieved this year. The juniors 
showed great leadership quali-
ties this year, and I know they 
will only continue it next year,” 
Kiscoan said.

Men’s 
soccer sees 

success
Kori Christensen

Staff Reporter

Last year the boy’s varsity 
soccer team swooped in and 
made it all the way to the state 
semifinals. With the soccer sea-
son starting up there’s one thing 
weighing on all the boy’s minds: 
winning state.

MN boys soccer has only 
won the state championship 
twice: first in 1995 followed by 
a win in 2007. After that last 
win, making it to last year’s 
state semifinals was the first real 
excitement for the team.

“Before last year we were 
quite young and it is one thing to 
have skill to play varsity and an-
other thing to handle the speed, 
rigor and mental and physical 
demands of playing so many 
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In 1988, the State of Nebraska made a promise to Northeast Nebraskans to connect each 
major community to the interstate system via a four-lane highway, strengthening the state’s 
infrastructure. In 2017, the one third of the project is still untouched. However, one group of 
Nebraskans hopes to change that. 

4 Lanes 4 Nebraska was formed by a coalition of business and industry leaders in 
Northeast Nebraska which promote the modernization of Nebraska’s infrastructure. 

“We’ve come together to make a simple point: Northeast Nebraska deserves 21st century 
infrastructure,” Executive Director and Mayor of Norfolk Josh Moenning said. 

The group has placed most of their attention on the expansion of Highway 275, a major 
highway connecting Norfolk to Omaha.  

“There are 48 miles from Norfolk to Omaha that are only two lanes. By adding four 
lanes, we think it will bring multiple economic opportunities to the area and assist in the 
efficiency of the flow of commerce,” Moenning said. “With 1940s roadways, our steelmakers, 
manufacturers, cattle feeders, farmers, and small businesses remain isolated from major markets. 
We have tremendous potential for our new growth and increased quality of life, but outdated 
infrastructure is costing us countless opportunities to help the state move forward.” 

There is another reason the group supports the expansion of the highway: saving lives. 
The group conducted an impact study on the highway’s expansion and discovered that accident 
fatality rates in Highway 275 counties are 152% higher than other counties across the state of 
Nebraska. 

“We think there is a significant public safety benefit by expanding the highway,” 
Moenning said. 

LB 980, the Transportation Innovation Act, was introduced in the state legislature by 
Senator Jim Smith, the chairman of the Transportation Committee. The main components of the 
bill are to create a bank for the state’s infrastructure and to allow a “design-build” of the project, 
a first of its kind in Nebraska. This would allow the Nebraska Department of Roads to accelerate 
road work on stalled expressway projects, like Highway 275, and others.  

“The Act allowed the Nebraska Department of Roads in September of last year to 
announce eight new construction projects. Highway 275 will begin in 2019 and the other projects 
will begin in 2024,” Moenning said. 

Moenning said that the project is being backed by many residents of Northeast Nebraska 
towns because of the positive impact it will have. 

               “The promise was made in 1988 that this roadway would be completed by 2003, so 
there is a high level of frustration that the state of Nebraska did not fulfill its promise to expand 
the highway. Because of this, there is tremendous support in the region for its expansion,” 
Moenning said. 
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 What’s in a pledge? Is a pledge a binding vow that holds people to their word with iron chains? 

Or is a pledge nothing but a hollow promise, words on paper that are ultimately meaningless?  

That is the question at stake at Lunar High School, as the administration pushes out a pledge 

that clearly outlines the school’s policy on cheating, and the punishments for doing so. Even as it gains 

support, the policy also gains its detractors, those who refuse to follow through on the requirement to 

sign. But, in reality, what are they refusing? 

 The pledge states, “I agree that I will not give or receive unauthorized help during a test or 

assignment. I understand that giving or receiving such help is cheating and will result in a zero on the 

test or assignment.”  

That, too many, seems inoffensive in nature. What about it exactly do students not like? 

According to some, refusal to sign is an indicator of misconduct. Sarah Contreras, a junior, signed the 

pledge and says, “I don’t cheat, so it didn’t change anything for me. It wasn’t a big deal. I can’t imagine 

why students would have a problem with it, unless of course, they cheat often.” 

  But many seem to question the need for it. As junior Connor Ybay says, the schools policy on 

cheating is already in the handbook, and shouldn’t need to be backed up through what he sees as a 

“waste of paper and time.”  

However, according to teachers, many students seem unaware of the policy entirely. Freshman 

English teacher David Francois says, “This year alone, I’ve caught more than 20 students cheating, and 

almost every one of those caught was shocked when I gave them a zero.” In a survey done of Lunar High 

School teachers, cheating was listed as one of the top things they worried about in their classrooms, 

second only to bullying. To teachers like Mr. Francois, the pledge leaves no gray area, and that is the 

true reason behind the new pledge. 
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By Noelle Josoff

This is probably the biggest test you will 
ever take. Your whole life depends on how 
well you do on this one specific exam. Most 
students at Yutan High School think that the 
ACT is stressful and hard, yet others love to 
take on a challenge.

“I like taking the ACT because I get to 
use all of my education from the past on this 
one test,” senior Nathan Miller said. 

While Miller is one of the few who said 
he enjoyed taking it, other students at Yutan 
say otherwise.

“I think that it is a waste of time,” senior 
Ashley Stevens said. “If you aren’t very 
good at reading and you aren’t a very good 

test taker you probably won’t get the score 
that you want.”

For Stevens to attend the college that 
she wants to, which is Wayne State, she will 
need to score a minimum of 17 on her ACT 
to be accepted. 

“I felt indifferent about taking the ACT 
because it helps you prepare yourself for 
college, but it isn’t a very fun test to take,” 
senior Michael Kelly said.

While students say that the test isn’t 
very “fun,” there are also different aspects 
of the ACT such as pressure and stress that 
most people feel.

“I feel a lot of pressure because I know 
that my future and pretty much the rest of 
my life depend on how good I do on this 

test,” Miller said. 
Besides feeling a lot of pressure, stu-

dents also think that there are some good 
aspects of taking the ACT.

“Taking the ACT also has some pretty 
good benefits,” Stevens said. “If you get a 
good score and you apply for scholarships, 
you could get yourself a big chunk of money 
to help pay for expenses.”

Scoring high on the ACT could enable 
a student to enroll at a more prestigious 
school. For Miller to be accepted into the 
Colorado School of Mines, he will need a 
minimum of a 26 on the ACT.

“I don’t think anything is harder in the 
categories of math, science, reading and 
English,’’ Kelly said.”It just depends on 

what your strengths and weaknesses are. If 
you are good at reading and have been doing 
it for a long time, you will do good but if 
you don’t read very often you will struggle.”

For Kelly to be accepted into the col-
lege he wants, which is the University of 
Nebraska at Lincoln, he will need to receive 
a minimum score of 17 on the ACT.

Some students would like to change 
some parts of the test just to make it a little 
more bearable. 

“I would definitely change the reading 
topics,” Stevens said. “Maybe if the topics 
were more interesting to the kids in this 
generation we would engage ourselves a 
little more and the outcome would maybe 
be a little better.” 

Students feel pressure to perform well

“I feel like I just went into the ACT 
and wasn’t stressed out about it for weeks 
and weeks and I just went in and took it,” 
Ostblom said. “And I ended up getting a 
better score.”

Senior Nathan Miller said he didn’t pre-
pare for his first 
two attempts, 
but he prepared 
for his third 
and feels he 
will have done 
better with the 
preparations.

“I do pretty 
well not pre-
paring,” Miller 
said, “but I think that if I prepare better I 
will do a lot better and boost my score by 
three or four points.”

By shelBy feNNer

The main goal of taking the ACT is re-
ceiving the highest score possible in order to 
be accepted into a college and receive higher 
scholarships. Although the main goal is the 
same for everyone, how students arrive there 
is significantly different.

Senior Haleigh Wuster benefits by hav-
ing a twin brother. Being able to practice 
with Scott helps her, she said.

“My brother and I are like study bud-
dies,” Wuster said. “We time each other 
and then go through the ones we missed in 
our practice test booklets. It’s made me get 
a lot faster.”

Sometimes students don’t prepare at all 
for the ACT, which can seem like a bad idea 
in most cases. But for senior Jenny Ostblom, 
it proved to be the complete opposite.

Some students identify good time man-
agement and reading skills as the key to 
success on the ACT.

“My first test of the ACT, I didn’t finish 
any of the tests because I didn’t have any 
of the timing right,” Wuster said. “After 

practicing with 
the timer a lot, 
it got way eas-
ier.”

Preparing 
for the ACT 
can be hard for 
some students 
in certain sub-
jects, or areas.

“I think I 
need to read more books to improve my 
reading score,” Miller said. “My math and 
science scores are pretty good, but I need to 

improve my English and reading scores.”
Some students even hired a tutor to help 

them prepare better for the ACT.  
Senior Katrina Devish can argue that it 

didn’t help her at all, while twin sister Tatum 
Devish said it was beneficial to her.

“She (tutor) made sure that I practiced 
my tests frequently and we went through 
questions I didn’t understand,” Tatum Dev-
ish said. “She helped me improve six points 
on my ACT.”

 Although students might have different 
opinions on whether or not preparing actu-
ally helps them score better on the ACT, 
most agree that the ACT is an important test. 

“It’s important to get a good ACT score 
because there are certain score requirements 
for things like applying to colleges,” Tatum 
Devish said. “It helps when applying for 
scholarships, too.”

“My first test of the ACT, I 
didn’t finish any of the tests 
. . . After practicing with the 
timer a lot, it got way easier.”

Senior Haleigh Wuster

Facts About the ACT
+ 59% of U.S. students in the 2015 graduating class took the 
ACT.  That’s an increase from 2014 (57%) and 2011 (49%)

+ 88% of 2015 Nebraska graduates took the ACT, with an 
average composite score of 21.5

+ Connecticut had the highest average composite score:  24.4 
(with 32% of seniors taking the test)

+  Hawaii had the lowest average composite score:  18.5 (with 
93% of seniors taking the test)

National Averages
Composite:  21.0 English:  20.4 Math:  20.8
Reading:  21.4 Science:  20.9
* - act.org:  “The Condition of College & Career Readiness 
2015” 

Yutan Composite Averages
2015-2016:  23.5  2014-2015:  23.2
2013-2014:  23.0  2012-2013:  24.3

ACT preparations differ from student to student
Students do nothing, time themselves, practice, hire tutors

Noelle Josoff, Haley Herman, Shelby Fenner, John Grinvalds, Julia Kennedy, Yutan High School
In-Depth Newspaper Coverage
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Siske shows coaching dominance with state title.

A buzzer beater from a 6’8 post player from the opposite free-throw line was only the 
beginning of what the Class A NSAA State Boys Basketball Championship game had to offer.

The third and final day of the state championships was highlighted by a dominating 
performance from the Norfolk High Panthers led by head coach Tony Siske.

The Ralston High graduate brought the Panthers their first state basketball title in 20 
years knocking off Class A powerhouse Papillion LaVista.

“I was extremely happy for our players,” coach Siske said. “We are a really close-knit 
group and it was great to see our previous coach and now athletic director, Ben Ries’ hard work 
in the past pay off for them.”

Although it was his first year with the program, Siske found no problem in getting to 
know his players and leading them to a state title. Activities such as having breakfast with his 
seniors once a week helped him feel right at home.

“We are a really balanced team,” Siske said. “One of our strengths is how much we care 
for each other. No one cared who got the credit as long as we got the job done. Everyone wanted 
to be at their best for each other.”

The Class A title game proved to be one of the most exciting games of the tournament 
with several division one recruits on both ends of the court. The Panthers brought senior sharp 
shooting Lane McCallum, who will play football at Air Force, and the senior big man Logan 
Strom, who will continue his hoops career at UC Davis. 

“It’s really a blessing as a coach to have guys on your team that are talented enough to be 
D1 athletes,” Siske said. “Those guys are both great leaders, they have a winning mentality, and 
they love to compete at a high level and those are all qualities that show they are ready to 
compete at the next level.

The Papillion LaVista Monarchs brought their own group of talented athletes to the table 
in their explosive senior guard Ayo Akinwole and the dominate Ed Chang. However, the 
Monarch’s game plan for the Panthers would have to be altered as Chang was forced to play on a 
badly sprained ankle.

“It was unfortunate for him that he was injured for that game,” Siske said. “We were 
really unsure of what to do to prepare for him and didn’t really know what he would do. We 
didn’t change how we guarded him because he is still a very capable player. We showed him the 
respect he deserved as one of the best players in the state. 

The bright lights and loud horns of Pinnacle Bank Arena were nothing new to Siske, as 
his coaching resume drips with success. Sixteen years a head coach, Siske led Scottsbluff High 
School to seven straight district championships (2011-2016), and three state championship 
appearances, winning in 2012 and falling just short back to back titles in 2013, then losing again 
in 2016. He holds a career record of 259-140.

“One thing I’ve learned over the years is to not talk about winning,” Siske said. “The 
only thing we focus on is getting better every day. Sometimes we may not win but we will still 
be satisfied with the effort put forward by our guys, so we just try to get better each time we step 
on the court, whether that be a game or a practice.”

The Panthers finished the 2016-2017 season in dramatic fashion with several sets of 
hardware and a seemingly never-ending highlight reel. Coach Siske however, was, simply put, 
proud of his boys from bringing home what the players, coaches, students, fans, and community 
so desperately craved: a state title.
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Time Limit – 1:15 
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You are a copy editor for the Leaguetown publications Press, the student of Leaguetown High School.  You are being 
given 6 formatted articles, so you chose which 3 you complete.  It is your creative license to determine the use of sub-
headlines, length of headline and number of words.  Type your headline into this document using Times New Roman 
font.  Save this document as a PDF with the filename:  yourfirstlastname_headlinewriting_Class  (For example:  
SusieSmith_headlinewriting_ClassA). Notify the proctor when you are finished. 

Type your name here:   ___Dillon Williamson____________________ 

Story 1 (print newspaper format) 

 

           Recent Win for Gun Lobbyists is a Loss for Public Safety 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Table
Address: 1522 Cental Avenue 
across from the Shippley Event 

Center
Phone: 1-308-555-2315

Hours: 7am to 10pm M-Th and 
Sunday

7am to 1am Fr-Sat
 

We’re Hiring!
Looking �or se��ers �or evening 

and weekends
Se��ers a�e �esponsible �or always p�oviding 

p�ompt and �riendly �ood and beverage se��ice 
to all o� our guests

Flexible Scheduling

G�eat Atmosphe�e

Must be 16

Put a Job 
Application 
in Today!

Alisha Schnakenberg, Sandy Creek High School, Advertising
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